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Project Description 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Organisation Organisation: Gemeinnützige Gesellschaft der 

Franziskanerinnen zu Olpe für soziale Dienste mbH 

Institution: GFO Klostergarten Merten 

Contact information GFO Klostergarten Merten 

Im Klostergarten 3-5, 53332 Bornheim-Merten 

0049 (0)2227 9206 0 

Contact person: Regina Wall 

kontakt@gfo-klostergarten.de 

www.gfo-klostergarten.de 

Field of Work daycare for elderly, Neighbourhood management, social 

work 

Target Group Neighbourhood, and all people living in the GFO 

Klostergarten Merten (all age groups from young people 

up to elderly), Main focus: elderly visiting the daycare 

Time and Duration Possible start date and duration of the voluntary service 

15 January 2023 

10-12 months 

Project Details GFO Klostergarten Merten is a social and community 

centre which is part of a very diverse and big catholic 

organization. It has its origin in an order/religious 

community focused on social work which combines 

several support systems for different kinds of clients. It is 

located in a small village between Cologne and Bonn 

which is part of the borough Bornheim. The centre 

accommodates a home for elderly people, a supported 

living home for adults, a common living project for 

people older than 50 years, a mother-child-house, a 

specialized youth aid group for minor unaccompanied 

refugees, a kindergarten and an ambulant nursing 

service. A neighbourhood project exists since 2018. It 

focuses on non-political social work for the community 

with the purpose to connect the people living in the GFO 

Klostergarten and the inhabitants of the village. It is a 

networking project with the aim to include interested 

neighbours into our activities and support systems. The 

project offers several spaces for different activities. The 
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biggest space is the "KulTür": a café with a big room 

which can be used for events like theatre performances, 

concerts or regular groups (e.g. people doing 

gymnastics once a week). All events and activities are 

organized by volunteers from the village. The 

neighbourhood management project includes cultural 

events, advice and support systems for individuals and 

special target groups. 

Additionally it offers the opportunity to meet other people 

from the village with different backgrounds, from 

different generations or nationalities in order to get to 

know each other and spend a pleasant time together. 

The participants are very diverse, representing all age 

groups, disabled or disadvantaged people and people 

who are living in the village. 

In 2021 a daycare centre for elderly will complete the 

supporting institutions in the Klostergarten. 

 

Tasks of the volunteer Main tasks (70% of the time):  
Supporting the visitors in the daycare for elderly people 

o One to one activities (talking, reading to the 
people, playing games, supporting to go 
shopping, helping to get to the doctors or the 
pharmacy, to the hairdresser or to relatives, 
accompanying daytrips …)  

o Preparing the weekly information material for the 
elderly and handing it out  

o Supporting group activities together with a nurse, 
a social worker or other volunteers (preparing the 
room, assisting during the activity) 

o Assisting the colleagues in the daycare with daily 
activities (preparing meals, keeping the rooms 
tidy after activities) 

 
Further tasks (20% of the time):  
Supporting in the neighbourhood project: 

o Administrative and organizational tasks around 
the projects 

o Assisting special projects additionally to the 
regular work, like the group volunteer project in 
summer  

o Participating in team meetings and other general 
activities of the centre  

o Supporting the marketing of events (spreading 
posters and handouts on the Klostergarten 
ground and in the village, working on the 
homepage and social networks with assistance)  

o Preparing rooms before and after activities  
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o Assisting during activities (service and 
communication)  

o Bringing people who need assistance to activities 
(by car, by Rikshaw – a special bike- or by 
walking) and taking them back home  

Group project of all volunteers and apprentices on the 
Klostergarten ground  
 
Own project (10% of the time, or possibly more, if 
necessary):  
An own project is not mandatory, but possible if agreed 
on. If the volunteer has a special interest or a talent, 
he/she can conduct an own project (e.g. a photo project, 
a musical project, a dancing group, computer trainings 
for seniors, marketing projects, meetings between 
generations…)  
 

Requirements concerning 

the volunteer 

The volunteer should be motivated and particularly 

interested in working with elderly people and in 

community building. 

He/She should be ready to live in a rather rural area – or 

to come by train/tram every day to work from Bonn 

(approx. 15km). The two big cities of Bonn and Köln are 

only a 30 minutes drive (by tram) away. 

As the work in the centre requires at least basic German 

knowledge, the volunteer should have some first 

language skills and should be ready to learn more 

German (on all levels, speaking, writing and reading). 

Basic language knowledge is mandatory after a few 

weeks. If there are only rudimentary German skills at the 

beginning, at least basic language skills in English are 

necessary. 

There is no special professional background necessary. 

Experience in social work is desirable, but not 

mandatory. Nevertheless it is important to have personal 

skills in communicating and no fear of entering into 

contact with others. Experience in working with the 

target groups is not necessary, but there will be 

guidance and trainings to learn special skills, especially 

for the contact with people with dementia.  

The work is based on social work, there will be no 

nursing activities included. 

Computer knowledge is desirable, but not mandatory.  

It is necessary to work sometimes on weekends or in the 

evening when special events are planned. If this is the 

case, there will be extra leisure time during the week. 
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Further information; 

Accommodation, Food, 

Local Transport, Language 

Course, etc. 

o Accommodation will be in a shared flat in Bonn 

(30 min. by tram) together with other volunteers 

or apprentices or in a shared flat together with 

other young volunteers on the Klostergarten 

grounds.  

o Food: lunch is provided at the centre for all the 

people working there. For dinner, breakfast and 

week-ends the volunteer will receive money for 

self-catering. 

o Transport: the centre is a bit remote in a village, 

but the volunteer can travel easily from Bonn to 

Merten with the regular tram (30 min) and will be 

provided with a public transport ticket for that.  

o Language course: the volunteer can visit a course 

according to his/her needs. For the work it is quite 

important to acquire a basic level of German. We 

will help to get funding for a language course. 

Additionally there is a supportive language course 

on the Klostergarten grounds conducted by 

German volunteers, who can also support the 

volunteer with bureaucratic problems if 

necessary. 

  

 
 
 


